PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


Vor. VI. JULY—DECEMBER, 1854. No. 52. 


Stated Meeting, July 21. 
Present, nine members. 
Dr. Franxu1n Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


Mr. Constant Guillou, a recently elected member, was pre- 
sented and took his seat. 

A letter was read from the Connecticut Historical Society, 
dated Hartford, June 17, 1854, accompanying a donation for 
the library :—and one from the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
of Philadelphia, dated July 18, 1854, returning thanks for No. 
51 of the Proceedings of this Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge. Vol. VI. Washington, 
1854. 4to.—From the Smithsonian Institution. 

History of Ancient Woodbury, Connecticut, from the first Indian 
Deed in 1659, to 1854, including the present towns of Washing- 
ton, Southbury, Bethlem, Roxbury, and a part of Oxford and 
Middlebury. By William Cothren. Waterbury, Conn. 1854. 
8vo.—From the Connecticut Historical Society. 

Minutes of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania, from its 
organization to the termination of the Revolution. Published by 
the State. Vol. XI. 1776 to 1779. Harrisburg, 1852. 8vo.— 
From the State of Pennsylvania. 

Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, in Boston, April 
26, 1854. Boston. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History: No. 26, 
April, 1854. Boston. 8vo.—From the Society. 
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First Annual Report on the Geological Survey of the State of Wis- 
consin. By Edward Daniels. Madison, Wis. 1854. 8vo.— 
From the Wisconsin Historical Society. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXVIII. No. 
1. July, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

The African Repository: Vol. XXX. No. 7. July, 1854. Wash- 
ington. 8vo,—From the American Colonization Society. 

Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy. Vol. V. Dublin, 1853. 
8vo.—From the Academy. 

American Journal of Science and Arts. Second Series. Vol. XVIII. 
No. 52. July, 1854. New Haven. 8vo.—From Professors 
Silliman and Dana, Editors. 

Minutes of the Philadelphia Society for the Promotion of Agriculture, 
from its institution in February, 1785, to March, 1810. Phila- 
delphia, 1854. 8vo.—From Dr. A. L. Elwyn. 

American Journal of the Medical Sciences. No. LV. New Series. 
July, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Dr. Isaac Hays, 
Editor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 139. July, 1854. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 


Report on the Geology of the Coast Mountains and part of the 


Sierra Nevada, embracing their Industrial Resources in Agricul- 
ture and Mining. By Dr. John B. Trask. 1854. Svo.—From 
the Author. 

Illustrations of the Birds of California, Texas, Oregon, British and 
Russian America. By John Cassin. Nos. 4,5. Philadelphia, 
1853. 8vo.—From the Author. 

The Society proceeded to the stated business of the meet- 
ing, the balloting for candidates for membership. 

A new nomination was read. 

Mr. Trego, reporter of the Society, laid on the table No. 51 
of the Proceedings, recently published. 

All other business having been concluded, the ballot boxes 
were opened, and the following named gentlemen were de- 
clared by the presiding officer to be duly elected members of 
the Society : 

James D. Dana, of New Haven. 

Wotcorr Grsrs, of New York. 

James Hatt, of Albany. 














Stated Meeting, Mugust 18. 
Present, eight members. 
Judge Kane, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From Prof. Wolcott Gibbs, dated New York, July 28, 1854, 
and from Prof. James D. Dana, dated New Haven, July 30, 
1854, acknowledging the receipt of notice of their election as 
members of the Society :— 

From the Royal Society of London, dated Somerset House, 
Feb. 24, 1854, returning thanks for Part 2, Vol. X. of the 
Transactions, and for No. 48 of the Proceedings of this So- 
ciety :— 

From the Connecticut Historical Society, dated Hartford, 
July 21, 1854;—from the Trustees of the State Library of 
New York, dated Albany, July 22, 1854;—from the New 
Jersey Historical Society, dated Newark, July 26, 1854;— 
from the American Antiquarian Society, dated Worcester, 
Mass., Aug. 8, 1854 ;—from the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, dated Philadelphia, August 9, 1854,—severally com- 
municating thanks for No. 51 of the Society’s Proceedings:— 

From the Society of the Museum of Natural History of 
Strasburg, dated January 2, 1854;—from the Secretary of 
l’Ecole des Mines, dated Paris, Feb. 14, 1854;—from the 
Imperial Geological Institute at Vienna, dated March 19, 
1854,—each announcing donations for the library of the So- 
ciety. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 
Memoires de la Société du Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle de Stras- 
bourg. Tomes I. II. II]. 1V. Strasbourg, 1833. 1853. 4to.— 
From the Society. 
Annales des Mines. V. Série. Tome IV. 5 livraison de 1853. 
Paris. 8vo.—From the Engineers of 1 Ecole des Mines. 
Public Documents of the United States, as follows: 
Executive Documents, 2d Session of 32d Congress, 1852, ’53, 11 vols. 
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Senate Documents, Special Session, 1853, 1 vol. 
Do. do. 2d Session of 32d Congress, 1852, °53, 11 vols. 


Do. Miscellaneous, __,, = ‘. ™ 1 vol. 
Senate Reports, - - _ a 1 vol. 
» Journal, . . * . 1 vol. 
House Journal, a ‘ ie ™ 1 vol. 
» Miscellaneous, _ ,, . - ‘. 1 vol. 
” Reports, ” ” ” ” 1 vol. 


» List of Private Claims, Ist to 31st Congress, Vol I. A to Gn. 

Maps of Andrews’ Report, 2 copies. 

Statistics of U. S. Seventh Census, 1850.—From the Department of 
State, Washington. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 
Vol. VII. No. 3. Philadelphia, 1854. 8vo.—From the Academy. 

The African Repository: Vol. XXX. No. 8. August, 1854. Wash- 
ington. Svo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Annual Report of the President of the Maryland Historical Society, 
and List of its Members. Baltimore, 1854. 8vo.—From the 
Society. 

Catalogue of the Manuscripts, Maps, Medals, Coins, Statuary, Por- 
traits and Pictures, and an Account of the Library of the Mary- 
land Historical Society, made in 1854: by Lewis Mayer, Assis- 
tant Librarian. Baltimore. 8vo.—From the same. 

Report of the Trustees of the Free Public Library of the City of 
New Bedford, for the year 1853-4. New Bedford. 8vo.—From 
the Trustees. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXVIII. 
No. 2. August, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London, for the 
year 1853. Vol. 143. Part 3. London, 1853. 4to. List of 
Fellows of the Royal Society. 

Proceedings of the Royal Society. Vol. VI. No. 99-101. London. 
8vo. 

Address of the Right Hon. the Earl of Rosse, &c. &c., President 
of the Royal Society, at the Anniversary Meeting, November 30, 
1853. 8vo.—From the Society. 

On Signor Carlo Matteucci’s Letter to H. Bence Jones, M. D., F. R.S., 
&c. By Emil Du Bois Reymond, Mem. Acad. Sci. Berlin and 
Vienna. London. 8vo.—From the same. 

Jahrbuch der Kaiserlich—Koéniglichen Geologischen Reichsanstalt. 
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1853. IV Jahrgang, No. 3. Jul. Aug. Sept. Wien. 4to.— 
From the Imperial Royal Geological Institute, Vienna. 

Report of the Hon. James Meacham, of the Special Committee of 
the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, on the 
Distribution of the Income of the Smithsonian Fund, &c. Wash- 
ington, 1854. 8vo.—From Hon. D. Stuart, M. C. 

Notes on the Gulf Stream: by A. D. Bache, Superintendent U. S. 

' Coast Survey. (Revised to 1854.)—From the Author. 

The Astronomical Journal. Vol. III. No. 24. Vol. IV. Nos. 1, 2. 
Cambridge. 4to.—From Dr. B. A. Gould, Jr., Editor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 140. Aug. 1854. 

» Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VII. No. 1. July, 1854. 
New York. 8vo.—From Myron Finch, Esq., Editor. 

Dr. Bache announced the decease of William M¥‘Ilvaine, a 
member of the Society, who died on the 9th inst., aged 68 :— 

And, on motion, Mr. George Ord was requested to prepare 
an obituary notice of the deceased member. 

Judge Kane, from the committee appointed some time since 
to provide better accommodations for the Society’s library, 
made a verbal report in reference to that subject, and gave 
reasons for the apparent delay of the committee :— Whereupon, 
it was, on motion, resolved, That the committee have discre- 
tionary power to suspend action, as in their judgment shall be 
deemed expedient. 

The Society of the Museum of Natural History, of Stras- 
burg, was ordered to be placed on the list of corresponding 
Societies. 


Stated Meeting, September 15. 
Present, fourteen members. 
Dr. Dune ison, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Mr. Benjamin Gerhard, a recently elected member, was 
introduced and took his seat. 








48 


Letters were read:— 

From the Literary Society of Funen, dated Odense, 3d 
April, 1853, announcing a donation for the Society’s library :— 

From the Corporation of Harvard College, dated Cambridge, 
July 22, 1854, returning acknowledgment for No. 51 of the 
Proceedings of this Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Bulletin de la Société de Géographie. IV. Serié. Tome VI. Paris, 
1853. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Aktstykker til Nordens Historie i Grevefeidens Tid. Af Danske og 
fremmede Archiver. Samlede og udgivne af Fyens Stifts Lite- 
rere Selskab. I. Samling, 1, 2, 3 Hefte. Odense, 1850-52.— 
From the Literary Society of Funen. 

Quarterly Journal of the Chemical Society. Vol. VII. No. 2. July, 
1854. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXX. No. 9. Sept. 1854. Wash- 
ington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Prodrome de la Classification des Reptiles Ophidiens. Par M. Du- 
meril. (Mem. Acad. Sci. Tome XXIII. Nov. 1852.) Paris. 
4to.—From the Author. 

The Florist and Horticultural Journal: a Monthly Magazine of Horti- 
culture, Agriculture, Botany, Agricultural Chemistry, Ento- 
mology, &c. H.C. Hanson, Editor. Vol. III. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Editor. 

The Dispensatory of the United States of America. By George B. 
Wood, M. D., &c. &c., and Franklin Bache, M. D., &c. &c. 
Tenth Edition, carefully revised. Philadelphia, 1854. 8vo.— 
From Dr. F. Bache. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 141. Sept. 1854. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VII. No. 2. Aug. 1854. 
New York. 8vo.—From the Editor. 

The Cape Verde and Hatteras Hurricane of Aug. and Sept. 1853, 
with a Hurricane Chart, and Notices of various Storms in the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans north of the Equator. By W. C. 
Redfield. (Am. Jour. Sci. and Arts, Vol. XVIII. 1854.) New 
Haven. 8vo.—From the Author. 

American Journal of Science and Arts. Second Series. Vol. XVIII. 
No. 53. Sept. 1854. New Haven. 8vo.—From Professors 

Silliman & Dana, Editors. 
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Dr. F. Bache announced the decease of Dr. Robert M. Pat- 
terson, formerly President of this Society, who died on the 
5th instant, in the 68th year of his age: 

Whereupon, on motion, Judge Kane was requested to pre- 
pare an obituary notice of the deceased, with a view to its 
publication as a preface to the Transactions of the Society. 

Dr. Boyé exhibited, for the inspection of the members, a 
stereoscopic daguerreotype of a family group, taken by Mr. 
Mayall, of London, which he considers as indicating great 
perfection in this art, particularly in the colouring. 

Dr. Dunglison laid before the Society some specimens of 
printing, recently brought by him from Vienna, executed in 
the “K. K. Hof und Staatsdruckerei,”’ in that city. They 
consist of copies from impressions in lead of laces, leaves, 
mosses, &c., presenting an exact resemblance of the original ;— 
an improvement in art which promises to be useful in imitating 
botanical and other specimens, as well as in preparing copies 
for the use of the blind, of various subjects which they may 
admirably study by the touch of copies prepared in this 
manner. 

Judge Kane mentioned that he had lately received a com- 
munication from England, containing information from which 
it appears unlikely that the American Exploring Expedition, 
under the command of Dr. Kane, will be able to return to this 
country as soon as was originally expected. The severity of 
the season and the closeness of the ice succeeding the open 
season of 1853, will, it is considered probable, detain them in 
the Arctic regions for another year. 


Stated Meeting, October 6. 
Present, twenty members. 
Dr. Franxurn Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 
From the Secretary of l’Ecole des Mines, dated Paris, 13th 
May, 1854, accompanying a donation for the library: — 





50 


From the Lyceum of Natural History, dated New York, 
September 15, 1854, acknowledging the receipt of No. 51 of 
the Proceedings of this Society :— 

From Dr. W. S. W. Ruschenberger, dated Philadelphia, 
September 29, 1854, accompanying a lithographic portrait of 
the late Dr. Robert M. Bird, presented to the Society. 

The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Denkschrift tiber die Orientalische Pest in sanititspolizeilicher Bezie- 
hung; nebst einer Beilage iber den Typhus ikterodes, das soge- 
nannte gelbe Fieber: von Dr. Johann Baptist von Weissbrod, 
&c. &c. Miinchen, 1853. 4to.—From the Author. 

Denkschrift tiber die Asiatische Cholera, in sanititspolizeilicher Bezie- 
hung; nebst einer Anhange aphoristischer Bemerkungen iiber die 
Epidemie vom Jahre 1836 in Miinchen: von Dr. J. B. von Weiss- 
brod, &c. &c. Miinchen, 1852. 4to.—From the same. 

Einige methodologische Worte iiber Theorie und Praktik der Ge- 
burtshilfe, gesprochen von Dr. von Weissbrod, Professor, &c. 
Miinchen, 1853. 8vo.—From the same. 

Leucocythemia, or White Cell Blood, in relation to the Physiology 
and Pathology of the Lymphatic Glandular System. By John 
Hughes Bennett, M. D., F. R. S. E., &c. &c. Edinburgh, 1852. 
8vo.—From the Author. 

Annales des Mines. V. Serie. Tome IV. 6 livraison de 1853. Paris. 
8vo.—From the Engineers of 0 Ecole des Mines. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History. July, 1854. 
8vo.—From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences, of Philadelphia. 
Vol. VII. No. 4. Philadelphia, 1854. 8vo.—From the Aca- 
demy. ‘ 

Report of the Commissioner of Patents, for the year 1853. Part I. 
Arts and Manufactures. Washington, 1854. 8vo.—From the 
Commissioner of Patents. 

American Journal of the Medical Sciences. No. LVI. New Series. 
October, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Dr. Isaac Hays, 
Editor. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 142. Oct. 1854. 
Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

Astronomical Journal. Vol. IV. No. 3. Sept. 19, 1854. Cam- 
bridge. 4to.—From Dr. B. A. Gould, Jr., Editor. 
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The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VII. No. 3. Sept. 1854. 


New York. 8vo.—From the Editor. 


Lithographic Portrait of the late Dr. R. M. Bird.—From Dr. Rus- 


chenberger. 


Several members appointed at former meetings to prepare 


4 obituary notices were discharged from the duty assigned them. 
4 Mr. Justice mentioned a singular instance of deprivation of 
the senses of taste and smell, resulting from an accidental 


injury to the head. 


About nine months since, a person of his acquaintance was thrown 
from his carriage while riding. In his fall, his head first came in 
contact with the ground, producing a concussion of the brain. 
injury appeared to have been received behind, but above the ear. 
He was laid on his bed in a state of total insensibility, and so re- 
mained for nearly a month, about which time he revived, and to his 
surprise found that he had entirely lost both the senses of taste and 
smell. In this situation he still remains, and it is now equally in- 

j different to him what he partakes of as food, so far as regards all 
taste ;—-Cayenne pepper or saw-dust, as he expressed it, being alike 
tasteless. But, as a compensation for this loss, he enjoys a constant 
sensation of a most delightful character, which he can only compare 
to the most delicious cordial flowing through his mouth. 


set 


are apart and he inhales the air through his mouth. 


food. 


the Royal Society of London. 


Pe alr aeRO RN Rn 


Stated Meeting, October 20. 


Present, seventeen members. 


tinues night and day, and _ is particularly perceptible when his lips 
The only inter- 
mission to this pleasurable sensation is while he is partaking of his 


Judge Kane introduced Mr. Weld, Assistant Secretary of 


Mr. Justice offered his resignation as a member of the Com- 
mittee on the Hall, which was, on motion, accepted. 


Juper Kane, Vice-President, in the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 


From the Batavian Society of Arts and Sciences, dated 


VOL. VI.—H 
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Batavia, 30th October, 1852, announcing a donation for the 
library :— 

From the Royal Belgian Academy of Sciences, dated Brus- 
sels, 12th October, 1853, acknowledging the receipt of Part 2, 
Vol. X. of the Transactions, and No. 48 of the Proceedings 
of this Society. 

The following donations were announced:— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Verhandelingen van het Bataviaasch Genootschap van Kunsten en 
Wetenschappen. Deel XXIV. Batavia, 1852. 4to.—From the. 
Batavian Society of Arts and Sciences. 

Bibliothecze Societatis Artium Scientiarumque que Batavie floret :— 
Catalogus systematicus. Curante P. Bleeker, Anno 1846. Edi- 
tio altera, curante J. Munnich. Batavia, 1853. 8vo.—From 
the same. 

Flora Batava, of Afbeelding en Beschrijving van Nederlandsche 
Gewassen. Aflevering 147-151,159, 175. Amsterdam. 4to. 
—From the Government of Holland. 

Mémoires de l’Académie Royale des Sciences, des Lettres et des 
Beaux Arts de Belgique. Tome XXVII. Bruxelles, 1853. to. 
—From the Academy. 

Bulletins de l’Académie Royale de Belgique. Tome XIX. Partie 3. 
Tome XX. Parties 1, 2,3. Tome XXI. Partie 1: et Annexe aux 
Bulletins, 1853, 1854. Bruxelles. 8vo.—From the same. 

Mémoires Couronnés et Mémoires des Savants Etrangers, publiés 
par Académie Royale des Sciences, &c., de Belgique. Tome 
XXV. 1851-1853. Bruxelles. 4to. 

Idem: Collection in 8vo. Tomes V. VI. Bruxelles, 1853.—From 


the same. 
Annuaire de l’Académie Royale de Belgique, 1853, 1854. Années 
XIX. XX. Bruxelles. 8vo.—From the same. 


Annales de Observatoire Royal de Bruxelles, par A. Quetelet, Di- 
recteur. Tome X. Bruxeiles, 1854. 4to.—From M. Quetelet. 
Annuaire de |’Ubservatoire Royal de Bruxelles, par A. Quetelet, Di- 
recteur. 1854. XXI. Année. Bruxelles. 8vo.—From the 


same. 

Almanach Seculaire de l’Observatoire Royal de Bruxelles, par le 
Directeur A. Quetelet. Bruxelles. 8vo.—From the same. 

Observations des Phénoménes Périodiques. Bruxelles. to. 





53 


Rapport adressé 4 M. le Ministre de I’Interieur, sur |’état et les tra- 
vaux de l’Observatoire Royal, pendant l’année 1853, par le Di- 
recteur A. Quetelet. 

Sur la declinaison, l’inclination et la force de l’aiguille magnetique a 
Bruxelles, et sur les variations de ces trois élémens depuis quel- 
ques années :— 

Sur les Aurores Boréales, et sur ’inclinaison magnetique a Bruxelles :— 

Sur l’Electricité des nuages orageux:—Par A. Quetelet. Bruxelles. 
8vo.— From the same. 

Méthode pour déterminer simultanément Ja latitude, la longitude, 
Pheure et l’azimut, par des passages observés dans deux verti- 
caux: par J. C. Houzeau, Ancien aide a l’observatoire de Brux- 
elles. (Mem. Cour. tome XXV.)—From the Author. 

On the Constants of Nature. Class Mammalia: by Ch. Babbage. 
Bruxelles. 4to.—From the Royal Belgian Academy. 

Report of the Special Committee of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution, on the Distribution of the Income of the 
Smithsonian Fund, &c. Washington, 1854. 8vo.—From the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXVIII.. No. 
4. October, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Institute. 
African Repository.. Vol. XXX. No. 10. October, 1854. Wash- 

ington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Report of the Superintendent of the United States Coast Survey, 
showing the progress of the Survey during the year 1852. 
Washington, 1853. 8vo.—From A. D. Bache, Superintendent 
U. S. Coast Survey. 

The Elements of Intellectual Philosophy; by Francis Wayland, 
President of Brown University, &c., &c. Boston, 1854. 8vo. 
—From the Author. 

Die Galvanische Kette, mathematisch bearbeitet, von Dr. G. S. Ohm. 
Berlin, 1827. 8vo.—From Prof. J. F. Frazer. 

The Scientific Stair Builder: by Robert Riddell. «Illustrated with 
forty plates.—From the Author. 

Mathematics Simplified and made Attractive; or the Laws of Mo- 
tion Explained: by Thomas Fisher. (Revised copy.) Phila- 
delphia, 1854. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Astronomical Journal. Vol. IV. No. 4, October 7, 1854. Cam- 
bridge. 4to.—From B. A. Gould, Jr., Editor. 

- The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VII. No. 4. October, 
1854.—From the Editor. 
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The Society proceeded to the stated business of the meet- 
ing, the balloting for candidates for membership. 

All other business being concluded, the ballot box was ex- 
amined by the presiding officer, and Wirtram Parker 
Fourke, of Philadelphia, was declared to be duly elected a 
member of the Society. 


Stated Meeting, November 13. 
Present, sixteen members. 
Dr. Franxuin Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


William Parker Foulke, a recently elected member, was 
introduced and took his seat. 

Letters were read:— 

From C. A. Dohrn, dated Stettin, 6th October, 1854, ac- 
knowledging the receipt of notice of his election as a member 
of the Society :— 

Fiom the Holland Society of Sciences, dated Haarlem, July, 
1854, announcing a donation for the library, and returning 
thanks for Part 2, Vol. X. of the Transactions of this So- 
ciety :— 

From the Society of Antiquaries, dated Somerset House, 
London, 26th June, 1854, and from the Cambridge Philo- 
sophical Society, dated Cambridge, February, 1854,—both 
announcing donations for the library :— 

From the Association for the Promotion of Horticulture in 
Prussia, dated Berlin, 25th September, 1854, announcing a do- 
nation for the library, and proposing an exchange of publica- 
tions with this Society :— 

From a Committee of the New York Historical Society, 
dated September 12, 1554, inviting attendance, on the part of 
this Society, at the celebration of their semi-centennial anni- 
versary on the 20th November, 1854 :— 

From Lieut. M. F. Maury, dated National Observatory, 
Washington, Oct. 21, 1854, announcing the discovery there of a 
new asteroid, by Mr. James Ferguson, Assistant Astronomer, 
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at 11 P. M., on the 2d of September last. The name Euphro- 
syne has been given to this asteroid by its discoverer. Its 
approximate ephemeris with the last observations accompany 
the letter. 

The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Proceedings of the Royal Society of London. Vol. VII. Nos. 1, 2. 
London, 1854. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of London. Vol. III. Nos. 
37-40 ; with List of Members, April 23, 1854. London. 8vo. 
—From the Society. 

Archeologia; or Miscellaneous Tracts Relating to Antiquity: pub- 
lished by the Society of Antiquaries of London. Vol. XXXV. 
Part 2. London, 1854. 4to.—From the Society. 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. 
Vol. XVI. Part 1. London, 1854. 8vo.—From the Society. 

A Descriptive Catalogue of the Historical Manuscripts in the Arabic 
and Persian Languages, preserved in the Library of the Asiatic 
Society: by W. H. Morley, M. R. A. S. London, 1854. 8vo. 
—From the same. 

Essay on the Architecture of the Hindis: by Ram Raz, native 
Judge and Magistrate at Bangalore, cor. mem. Asiatic Society. 
With 48 plates. London, 1834 4to.—From the same. 

Transactions of the Cambridge Philosophical Society. Vol. IX. Part 
3. Cambridge, 1853. 4to.—From the Society. 

Natuurkundige Verhandelingen van de Hollandsche Maatschappij 
der Wetenschappen te Haarlem. ‘T'weede Verzameling. Tiende 
Deel. Haarlem, 1854. 4to.—From the Holland Society of 
Sciences. 

The American Journal of Science and Arts. Second Series. Vol. 
XVIII. No. 54. November, 1854. New Haven. 8vo.—From 
Professors Silliman & Dana, Editors. 

Catalogue of my English Library: collected and described by Henry 
Stevens, Literary Agent in London, of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion. London, 1853. 8vo.—From the Author. 

On the Construction, Organization and General Arrangements of 
Hospitals for the Insane: by Thomas S. Kirkbride, M. D., Phys. 
Penn. Hosp. Insane. Philadelphia, 1854. 8vo.—From the 

Author. 
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On the Blind, and Institutions for the Blind in Europe. A Letter 
to the President of the Board of Managers of the Pennsylvania 
Institution for the Blind: by Robley Dunglison, M. D., Chairman 
of the Committee of Instruction. Philadelphia, 1854. 8vo.— 
From the Author. 

The Florist and Horticultural Journal. Vol. III. Nos. 6-9. Phila- 
delphia, 1854. 8vo.—From H. C. Hanson, Editor. 

Dr. Charles D. Meigs, pursuant to appointment at a former 
meeting, read an obituary notice of the late Dr. Daniel Drake, 
of Cincinnati, a deceased member of the Society. 

Prof. Frazer announced the decease of Professor Henry 
Reed, a member of this Society, aged 46, who perished by the 
loss of the steamer Arctic, on the 27th September last, on his 
return to this country from a visit to Europe. Prof. Frazer, 
in connection with this announcement, spoke of the estimable 
character and of the eminent literary and professorial merits 
of the deceased. 

On motion of Dr. Harris, Prof. Frazer was requested to 
prepare an obituary notice of Professor Reed. 

Mr. Franklin Peale announced the death of Jacob G. Mor- 
ris,a member of this Society, aged 54, who was among the 
passengers lost with the Arctic steamer on the 27th September 
last. 

On motion of Prof. Frazer, Dr. Caspar Morris was appointed 
to prepare an obituary notice of Mr. Morris. 

On motion of Dr. Dunglison, Prof. Budge, of Bonn, the 
editor of “ Verhandlungen des Naturhistorischen Vereins der 
Preussischen Rheinland und Westphalens,”’ was directed to be 
entered on the list of correspondents. 

Mr. Trego was appointed a member of the Committee on 
the Hall of the Society, in the place of Mr. Justice, resigned. 

The librarian was authorized to lend to Prof. Alexander, of 
Baltimore, a vocabulary or spelling-book of the Delaware In- 
dian language, by the Rev. Dr. Zeisberger. 

On motion of Prof. Frazer, the invitation from the New 
York Historical Society to attend the celebration of their semi- 
centennial anniversary was accepted, and the President was 
appointed to represent this Society in person, or by the nomi- 
nation of a representative. 


Stated Meeting, November 17. 
Present, eight members. 
Dr. Dune ison, Vice-President, in the Chair. 
The following donations ‘were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XIV. 
No. 9. Supplemental. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 
Report on the Iron and Coal of Pennsylvania: by Dr. C. M. Weth- 

erill. 4to. 

Description of an Apparatus for Organic Analysis by Illuminating 
Gas;—and on the use of Gas in Experimental Laboratories: by 
Dr. C. M. Wetherill. Philadelphia, 1854. 8vo. 

Examination of the Gas of the Philadelphia Gas Works.—Descrip- 
tion of an Apparatus for Broiling by Gas-heat: by Dr. C. M. 
Wetherill. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Recollections of Europe in 1854: Professor Robley Dunglison’s In- 
troductory Lecture, delivered in the Jefferson Medical College, 
October 9, 1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From the Author. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 143. November, 
1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

Astromomical Journal. Vol. IV. No. 5. Nov. 10, 1854. Cam- 
bridge. 4to.—From the Editor. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXX. No. 11. November, 1854. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

Prof. Kendall asked to be excused from the task of pre- 
paring a notice of the scientific labours of the astronomers 

Bessel and Schumacher, to which he was some time since ap- 

pointed ;—and, on motion of Prof. Frazer, he was excused. 

Judge Kane called the attention of the Society to the in- 
tended course and probably present condition of the American 

Exploring Expedition to the Arctic regions. The failure of 

the expedition to return at the expected time has excited 

anxiety with regard to their safety, and renders it desirable 
that some effort should be made to trace their steps and acquire 
intelligence concerning their welfare. 
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Dr. Franklin Bache, President of the Society, reported that 
being unable to attend the celebration of the semi-centennial 
anniversary of the New York Historical Society, to be held 
on the 20th instant, he had appointed Judge Kane, one of the 
Vice-Presidents, as a representative. 

On motion of Prof. Frazer, a committee consisting of Prof. 
Frazer, Judge Kane and Mr. Trego, was appointed to prepare 
and submit to the Society a memorial to Congress, requesting 
that an expedition may be sent to the Arctic seas with a view 
of obtaining intelligence concerning the American exploring 
party now in that portion of the globe. The committee is 
also authorized to correspond with other Societies in relation 
to the subject. : 


Stated Meeting, December 1. 
Present, twenty members. 
Dr. Franxuin Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From the Imperial Academy of Sciences at Vienna, dated 
28th October, 1853 ;—from the Royal Danish Society of 
Scieaces, dated Copenhagen, 27th April, 1854;—from the 
Royal Society of Sciences at Gittingen, dated 2d July, 1854,— 
acknowledging the reception of Transactions and Proceedings 
of this Society :— 

From the Imperial Academy at Vienna, dated April 3, and 
July 18, 1854;—from the Natural History Association of Rhe- 
nish Prussia and Westphalia, dated Bonn, 25th August, 1854; 
—from the Royal Danish Society of Sciences, dated Copen- 
hagen, 27th March, 1854,—severally announcing the trans- 
mission of donations for the library:— 

From the Royal Bavarian Academy of Sciences, dated Mu- 
nich, 30th July, 1854, accompanying a donation, and request- 
ing to be supplied with some missing numbers of the Society’s 
Proceedings. 
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The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Sitzungsberichte der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften. 
Phil. Hist. Classe, Band XI. 4, 5 Heft. Band XII. 1-4 Heft, und 
Register zu den ersten X. Banden. Math. Nat. Classe, Band 
XI. 5 Heft. Band XII. 1-4 Heft. 

Tafeln zu dem Vortrage der Polygraphische Apparat der K. K. Hof 
—und Staatsdruckerei zu Wien: von dem wirklichen Mitgliede 
Alois Auer, Director der genannten Anstalt. Wien, 1853-4. 
8vo.—From the Imperial Academy of Sciences, Vienna. 

Jahrbuch der Kaiserlich—Koniglichen Geologischen Reichsanstalt. 
IV. Jahrgang, 1853, No. 4. V. Jahrgang, 1854, No. 1. Wien. 
8vo.— From the Imperial Geological Institute. 

Gelehrte Anzeigen, herausgegeben von Mitgliedern der K. Bayer- 
ischen Akademie der Wissenchaften. Band XXXVIII. Jan. 
Juni, 1854. Miinchen. 4to.—From the Royal Bavarian Aca- 
demy of Sciences. 

Ueber das Klima von Miinchen: Festrede von Prof. Karl Kuhn, 
1854. Ato. 

Annalen der Koniglichen Sternwarte bei Miinchen: von Dr. J. La- 
mont. VI. Band. 8vo. 

Magnetische Ortsbestimmungen an verschiedenen Puncten des K6- 
nigreichs Bayern, und an einigen auswartigen Stationen: von Dr. 
J. Lamont. I. Theil.—From the same. 

Verhandlungen des Vereins zur Beférderung des Gartenbaues in 
den Kéniglich Preussischen Staaten. Neue Reihe. Erster Jahr- 
gang, 1853. Berlin. 8vo.—From the Association for the Pro- 
motion of Horticulture in Prussia. 

Verhandlungen des Naturhistorischen Vereines der Preussischen 
Rheinlande und Westphalens. Jahrgang IX. X. XI. 1852-54. 
Herausgegeben von Prof. Dr. Budge, Secretair des Vereins. 
Bonn. 8vo.—From the Natural History Association of Rhe- 
nish Prussia and Westphalia. 

Nachrichten von der Georg-Augusts-Universitét und der Konigl. 
Gesellschaft zu Géttingen. Vom Jahre 1853. No. 1—17. 
Géttingen. 8vo.—From the Royal Society of Sciences at 
Gottingen. 

Auffindung von Quecksilber in den Liineburgischen Diluvial Forma- 
tion: von J. Fr. L. Hausmann. Gédttingen. 8vo.—From the 
Author. 
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Oversigt over det Kgl. Danske Videnskabernes Selskabs Forhand- 
linger og dets Medlemmers Arbeider i Aaret 1853. Kiobenhavn. 
8vo.—From the Royal Danish Society of Sciences. 

Reclamation contre “la generation alternante et la digenése,”—com- 
munication faite 4 l’Académie de Bruxelles, par le Prof. P. J. 
von Beneden. Par J. J. Sm. Steenstrup, Prof. Zool. Univ. Co- 
penhague. Copenhague, 1854. 8vo.—From the Author. 

Theorie der Sonnenfinsternisse, der Durchginge der unteren Plane- 
ten vor der Sonne und der Sternbedeckungen fiir einen gegebenen 
Ort der Erde: von Dr. J. A. Grunert. Wien, 1854. 8vo.— 
From the Author. 

Archives de Physiologie de Therapeutique et de Hygiéne: sous la 
direction de M. Bouchardat, Prof. de Hygiene, &c. No. 1. Jan. 
1854. Mémoire sur la Digitaline et la Digitale: par E. Ho- 
molle et T. A. Quevenne. Paris. 8vo.—Donor unknown. 

Regulations of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich:—and Report of 
the Astronomer Royal to the Board of Visitors, June 3, 1854. 
London. 4to.—From the Observatory. 

Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 
Vol. VIII. No. 5. Philadelphia, 1854. 8vo.—From the Aca- 
demy. 

An Address in Commemoration of Sears Cook Walker, delivered 
before the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
April 29, 1854, by B. A. Gould, Jr. Cambridge. 8vo.—From 
the Author. 

Official Army Register for 1854: published by order of the Secre- 
tary of War, January 1, 1854. Washington. 8vo.—From 
Major Hartman Bache. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VIII. No. 5. Nov. 
1854. New York. 8vo.—From the Editor. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXVIII. No. 
5. Nov. 1854. Philadelphia. 1854.—From the Institute. 


Judge Kane, pursuant to appointment at a former meeting, 
read an obituary notice of the late Dr. Robert M. Patterson. 


Dr. Robert Maskell Patterson, was born in the City of Philadelphia 
on the 23d of March, 1787. His father was Doctor Robert Patterson, 
at that time professor of mathematics in the University of Pennsylva- 
nia, and afterwards distinguished as the director of the United States’ 
Mint, and as President of this Society. His mother was of the Ewing 
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family of New Jersey, a lady of admirable intelligence and great be- 
nignity of character. 

Dr. Patterson was an inmate of the University almost from his 
cradle. He received his first lessons in its preparatory school; and 
passing upwards through the several collegiate courses he graduated 
as a bachelor of arts in 1804, and as a doctor of medicine a few years 
later. 

From the University he went to Paris, and pursued his professional 
studies for a while in its celebrated hospitals. But the French capi- 
tal was then, as it has been since, the favoured hemisphere of the 
more liberal as well as the more exact sciences; Haiiy, Vauquelin, 
Legendre, Poisson, were in the zenith. Under their guidance, and 
sharing their friendship, Dr. Patterson found himself attracted irre- 
sistibly to the pursuit of natural philosophy, chemistry, and the higher 
mathematics; and these became from that time the study and occu- 
pation of his life. After spending nearly three years in France, he 
crossed the channel in 1811, and completed his education as a 
chemist, under the instructions of Sir Humphry Davy at London. 
He returned to the United States in the following year. 

His reputation had preceded him. In a few months after his 
arrival in Philadelphia, he found himself professor of natural philoso- 
phy in the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania, 
and professor of the same branch with chemistry and mathematics 
in the faculty of arts ; and to these, in the spring of 1814, was added 
the dignity of Vice Provost. 

He retained these several positions till the year 1828, when he 
was persuaded to transfer his usefulness and fame to the University 
of Virginia,—that noble institution, the latest representative of the 
great mind that founded it.* No selection of a professor was ever 
more fruitful of benefits to a University, or growth of honour to its 
inmate. Mr. Madison, and the other distinguished men who were 
associated with him in the Board of Visiters, gave Dr. Patterson 
their unreserved confidence, and cherished with him the most inti- 
mate relations of personal regard. 

But his affections looked back upon his native city; and in 1835 
he accepted the appointment of Director of the United States’ Mint, 
which once more brought him among us. From this period, until 


* «Here lies buried Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of 
American Independence, and of the statute of Virginia for religious free- 
dom, and father of the University of Virginia.” —Mr. Jefferson’s own inscrip- 
tion for his tomb. Tucker's Life, 2d Vol. p. 497. 
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his declining health admonished him, some three years ago, to seek 
relief from the toils of office, he continued to fill that eminent sta- 
tion,—eminent, as the appropriate, and long the appropriated reward 
of scientific labours.* 

Dr. Patterson was elected a member of the American Philosophical 
Society in 1809, when he had just attained the age of twenty-two,— 
the youngest man ever admitted among us. In 1813, he became 
one of the Secretaries: in 1825, a Vice-President; and in 1849, he 
succeeded Dr. Chapman as President. He died on the 5th of Sep- 
tember, 1854. 

Dr. Patterson’s character was altogether equable and simple; and 
on that account, it is a difficult one to delineate: its features were 
too graceful and harmonious to admit of any exaggeration. 

His talents were of the highest order, and they had been culti- 
vated with much assiduity, and under the best auspices. His affec- 
tions were diffusive, but discriminating and ardent. His energies, so 
far as they did not regard either his own advancement or his fame, 
were active and fearless. Yet they were tempered perhaps by a too 
modest estimate of his power: for he was modest to a fault; and 
his friends had reason to complain more than once, that he yielded 
precedence when he should have claimed it. 

His mind was beautifully moulded of congenial elements. I have 
never known a man of more prompt or truer perceptions. And 
then, his ideas seemed to combine themselves without effort in the 
clearest and most beautiful analysis of the topic under argumenta- 
tion. He never spoke, for he never thought, without disciplined 
though rapidly ordered method. Still, he was rarely impulsive. He 
was best contented when he could gather his thoughts in council 
around him; for he had in a wonderful degree that excellent talent, 
the power of concentrating his whole mind upon a single point. 

Among the men of his circle, in conversation or at the desk, his 
powers of language were unequalled. He was perspicuous, exact, 
elegant. He repeated nothing in a different phrase, for his first was 
the best. He would explain a theory, or describe a process, or 
balance an argument; and all would understand and acquiesce. 

He was of course an instructor of the highest grade. His lec- 
tuges were models. They traced for you the ripple-marks of by- 
gone theories; but he belonged himself to the era of progress, and 


* The elder Dr. Patterson held it for nearly 20 years; David Rittenhouse 
had held it before him: and the corresponding office has been filled in Eng- 
land by Newton and Sir John Herschel. 
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he taught the science of the day in all its freshness. It was tho- 
rough teaching too, addressed to the mind as well as the eye. His 
experiments were refined and certain,—not too numerous, and with- 
out any thing of the showman’s display;—one, always the most 
interesting and conclusive ; two, perhaps, if there had been in former 
years, and might still linger, some controversy about the hypothesis ; 
—and he passed on, without renewing his argument. He had the 
faculty, so rare and so desirable, of feeling whether he was under- 
stood,—to speak more truly, of feeling that he was so. 

Dr. Dunglison, who was for many years his associate in the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, writes to me: “As a lecturer on science, Dr. 
Patterson was one of the most successful I have ever heard. Clear 
and eloquent, without being gaudy or ostentatious,—simple, as every 
lecturer on science ought to be,—with his various experiments always 
well arranged beforehand, and certain to effect the elucidation he 
proposed,—he led his hearers on from the elementary to the abstruse 
with progressively increasing interest.” 

He did not write a great deal, and has wronged his memory by 
not publishing what he wrote. Here and there, an essay or a report 
or a lecture or a review,—sometimes, as when we called upon him 
at our centennary celebration, an avowed and formal discourse ;— 
and for the rest, Dr. Patterson was labouring throughout his life to 
advance the researches or to register the success of some more am- 
bitious votary of science. One of his pupils,* himself among the 
most felicitous instructors of our period, tells me that from Dr. Pat- 
terson he received his best and most effective lessons in the art of 
teaching. Whatever was the branch, he says, or the immediate 
topic, I found him thoroughly read up, his thoughts marshalled and 
lucid, his opinions formed, and his disposition frank and even anxious 
to make all his knowledge available to the objects I had in view. 

In the different organizations, that make up for Philadelphia her 
proudest characteristic, Dr. Patterson was always a leading man. 
Our own Society, the Academy of Natural Science, the Franklin 
Institute, the Institution for the Blind, the Musical Fund Society, the 
several corporations of the church he belonged to,—in all of these, 
his death has left a melancholy vacancy. 

In the recesses of social intercourse,—in those quiet, joyous, in- 
structive meetings, the little group of Five, which it was my privi- 
lege to share with Bethune and Dallas Bache and Dunglison,—I can- 


* Professor Frazer. 
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not speak of Patterson as we knew him there, the gladsome, appre- 
ciative, cordial man, whom all of us loved. But we were not alone 
in this. I never heard him, says Doctor Bethune, speak one harsh 
word of a fellow-being: and | may venture to add, I never heard 
one fellow-being speak a harsh word against him. He was indeed 
full of charity. He had seen a good deal of the world, and moved 
freely in its circles of thought and action, and was not perhaps with- 
out some experience of its ingratitude ;—Who can hope to be ?—Yet 
it would have tasked him to remember an injury, and he was as sen- 
sitive to kindness as a child. 

I have said nothing of his official life. It was full of large re- 
sponsibilities, admirably sustained. He went into it, not without 
some reluctance, for it was alien to many of his habits,—yet with 
pride, because it invited him to deepen the footprints of his father. 
He resigned it, after passing unscathed through the purgatory of 
several political conflicts, and their alternating denunciations of tri- 
umph, with the honest regrets of every ingenuous and gallant adver- 
sary. 

In conclusion, let it be permitted me to say, that though | knew 
Dr. Patterson better than | knew any man else, and better probably 
than any body else can have known him, I ought not to have ven- 
tured upon the office of preparing this sketch. He was too closely 
my friend: I loved him too much: his death has made too painful a 
severance of the ties that bound me to the world of men. I have 
felt in every line I have traced, that I had to guard against the 
promptings of my heart. No one that knew him at all will think 
that I have praised him. 


‘*His saltem accumulem donis, et fungar inani 
Munere.” 


Mr. Fraley announced the decease of Mr. Thomas P. Cope, 
a member of this Society, who died on the 22d of last month, 
in the 87th year of his age:—And, on motion of Mr. Fraley, 
Job R. Tyson, Esq., was requested to prepare an obituary 
notice of Mr. Cope. 

The Treasurer read his annual report, which was referred to 
the Committee of Finance. 

The Committee of Publication made their annual report. 

The Committee appointed at last meeting on the subject of 
the American Arctic Expedition, presented a draft of a memo- 
rial to Congress on that subject, which, on motion, was adopted 








estes 
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by the Society, and ordered to be signed by the proper officers 
and transmitted to Congress. 


Stated Meeting, December 15. 
Present, twenty-one members. 


Dr. Franxuin Bacue, President, in the Chair. 


Letters were read:— 

From the Royal Academy of Sciences at Amsterdam, dated 
7th September, 1854,—and from the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences at Berlin, dated 9th September, 1854,—on transmitting 
donations for the library:— 

From the Horticultural Society of London, dated Regent 
street, November 7, 1854;—from the Royal Academy of Sci- 
ences at Berlin, dated 9th September, 1854;—from the Libra- 
rian of the Royal Library at Berlin, dated 14th November, 
1854,—returning thanks for donations from this Society: — 

From W. Vrolik, Secretary of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Amsterdam, dated 7th September, 1854, requesting 
to be furnished with the volumes of the Old Series of the 
Society’s Transactions:— 

From W. H. de Vriese to Dr. Dunglison, dated Leyden, 
13th October, 1854, proposing to send to the Society various 
works, of which he is the author. 

The following donations were announced :— 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Bulletin de la Société de Géographie. IV Série. Tome VII. Paris. 
1854. 8vo.—From the Society. 

Annales des Mines. V. Série. Tome V. Livraisons 1, 2 de 1854. 
Paris. 8vo.—From the Engineers of 0 Ecole des Mines. 

Verhandelingen der Koninklijke Akademie van Wetenschappen. 
Eerste Deel. Ato. 

Verslagen en Mededeelingen der Akademie van Wetenschappen. 
Eerste Deel. 1, 2, 3 Stuk; Tweede Deel, 1,2 Stuk. Amster- 
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dam. 1853—4. 8vo.—From the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
Amsterdam. 

Abhandlungen der Kéniglichen Akademie der Wissenschaften zu 
Berlin, aus dem Jahre 1853. Berlin. 4to. 

Monatsbericht der K6énigl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu 
Berlin. August—December, 1853. January—July, 1854. Ber- 
lin, 1854.—From the Royal Academy of Sciences at Berlin. 

Quarterly Journal of the Chemical Society. Vol. VII. No. 3. Oct. 
1854. London. 8vo.—From the Society. 

The Medical News and Library. Vol. XII. No. 144. December, 
1854. Philadelphia. 8vo.—From Blanchard & Lea. 

The Florist and Horticultural Journal. Vol. III. Nos. 10, 11. Phila- 
delphia, 1854.—From H. C. Hanson, Editor. 

The Astronomical Journal. Vol. VI. No. 6. December 5, 1854. 
Cambridge. 4to.—From Dr. B. A. Gould, Jr., Editor. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXX. No. 12. December, 1854. 
Washington. 8vo.—From the American Colonization Society. 

The Plough, the Loom and the Anvil. Vol. VII. No. 6. December, 
1854. New York. 8vo.—From Myron Finch, Editor. 


Mr. Fraley announced the decease of William H. Dilling- 
ham, a member of this Society, who died on the 11th instant, 
in the 65th year of his age:— 

And, on motion of Mr. Fraley, Dr. William Darlington, of 
West Chester, was requested to prepare an obituary notice of 
Mr. Dillingham. 

The Committee of Finance reported that they had examined 
the accounts of the Treasurer for the fiscal year ending on the 
first of the present month, and found them to be correct. 

The Committee recommended the following appropriations 
for the several purposes named;—which appropriations were 
ordered by the Society :— 


For Publications, : ’ ‘ ‘ , $400 
» Journals, ‘ : n i ‘ ‘ 50 
» Hall, ‘ ‘ ‘ ; ‘ ‘ 500 
» Binding, ‘ ‘ ‘ ; , ‘ 50 

General Account, ; : ‘ 5 1,200 


$2,200 


President delivered his Annual Address on the pro- 
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gress, condition and general affairs of the Society,—with sug- 
gestions relative to the measures which, in his opinion, will 
conduce to the future improvement and efficiency of its scien- 
tific and business operations. 


He remarked that since the delivery of his discourse in December 
last, the Society has pursued its usual quiet and useful career. The 
number of members on the first of January, 1854, was 362, of 
whom 261 are resident in the United States, and 101 in foreign coun- 
tries. Since that time 21 resident and 7 foreign members have been 
elected, and in the same time the decease of 10 resident and 2 foreign 
members has been announced. According to a classification made 
by him of the resident members, as supposed to prefer the cultivation 
of science and the arts, literature, or natural history,—it appears 
that we have 158 scientific men and artists, 83 literary men, and 20 
naturalists. He mentioned, as a source of regret, that our members 
of the literary class, comprising, for the most part, gentlemen of the 
legal and clerical professions, have seldom favoured us with any 
communications, as if they considered the object of the Society to be 
exclusively the cultivation of science. 

The foreign members reported as deceased during the year, are 
Gotthelf Fischer von Waldheim, of Moscow, and Sir James Wylie, 
of St. Petersburg. Both these gentlemen were visited by the Presi- 
dent during his tour in Europe, in the summer of 1853, and he bore 
testimony as to the cordiality with which he was received by them 
as a representative of the Society ;—briefly commenting on the life 
and character of each. 

He then proceeded to notice the resident members who have died 
within the year, and alluded particularly to Dr. Robert M. Patterson, 
late President of the Society, and also to the melancholy disaster 
which befel the steamer Arctic, in September last, by which the 
Society was deprived of two of its members, Mr. Jacob G. Morris 
and Prof. Henry Reed. He suggested that the consideration whether 
any means can be devised to prevent the increasing liability to dan- 
ger from collisions at sea, might appropriately engage the attention 
of this Society, expressly established for the promotion of useful 
knowledge. 

After some remarks in relation to the obituary notices of deceased 
members, he spoke of the improvement of the Society’s library, and 
of the necessity for more extended accommodations for so numerous 
and valuable a collection of books and documents;—referring also 
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to the arrangement of the Franklin manuscript papers, now in pro- 


The satisfactory condition of the financial affairs of the Society 
was next noticed, and suggestions made with regard to certain sub- 
jects connected therewith. 

He next remarked that it was formerly the usage of members of 
this Society occasionally to dine together, for the purpose of social 
intercourse and of promoting mutual good feelings;—and suggested 
the propriety of establishing, as an anniversary occasion, the birth- 
day of Franklin, the founder and first President of the Society, and 
of celebrating it by an annual dinner. 

The President closed his discourse with observations relative to 
his being about to retire from the position of presiding officer, and 
with assurances of the deep interest which he has ever felt and will 
continue to feel in the prosperity of the Society. 


On motion of Dr. Dunglison, the address was referred to 
the Board of Officers and Council. 





